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Synopsis

This book traces the history of over 70 small airlines that operated in Florida and Georgia from the
1910s through the 1990s. "Sunshine Skies: Historic Commuter Airlines of Florida and Georgia"
offers the aviation enthusiast one of the most comprehensive glimpses of what was once one the
most colorful and fascinating facets of the airline industry, the commuter. The book addresses in
painstaking detail the carriers that transported passengers in some of the most classic, rare and
historic aircraft to grace the skies of the Sunshine and Peach States during what was undeniably the
independent commuter airline’s Golden Age of the late 1960’s to early 1980’s. Sunshine Skies is
complete with rare and invaluable photos of ramp, runway and in-flight operations. It also features
exhaustive fleet listings, and hard to find timetable covers. Many airlines that have faded from
memory and flown into extinction are here: PBA/Naples Airlines, Marco Island Airways, Shawnee
Airlines, Mackey International, Air Florida, Air South, Florida Air Lines, Sun Airlines and over 70
others. "Sunshine Skies: Historic Commuter Airlines of Florida and Georgia" is a must for the
serious airline afficianado and should be in the library of every airplane lover who ever stopped
whatever they were doing to catch a glimpse of a PBA DC-3 lumbering across the Florida
Everglades, or to watch a Martin 404 with its brilliant red, orange and yellow Air South cheat lines

descend with its exagerated nose-down attitude during finals into Brunswick, Georgia.
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Customer Reviews

Bought as a gift for a friend who likes Sea planes and is very interested in Chalk Air...he liked the
book.



If you're an airline buff, especially regarding Florida or Georgia, this little book is for you. Truly a
labor of love for the author, it describes the lives of some 50 local service carriers (and a handful of
larger airlines) that have done business in these two states. Very few survived for very long, but
their stories make for good reading. Some of the better known are Chalk’s, PBA, Mackey and Marco
Island, and a few, like ASA, are still with us. There is also a chapter on Air Florida, mainly to show
how its life and its demise affected the smaller airline business in Florida. There is also a brief
chapter doing the same for Southern, Republic and Piedmont.The text is supported by photos, fleet
lists, route maps, timetables and ad copy. Perhaps the only negative is a lack of color photos, but
considering the price that is understandable and not really a problem. Perhaps other authors will get

the idea and come out with similar books for other parts of the country, like California.
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